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Animism; worship of deities in nature

Sacred shrine forest

Religious practices redefined in non-religious terms
Shinto shrine

Association of Shinto Shrines

Shinto god

‘National body’ ideology

Community; collective body

Separation of church and state

Shrine festival

Forest-making

Japan Conference

Traditional hybrid agricultural-natural landscape

Age in which religion has become optional (Taylor)

1) Decline of religion; 2) privatization of religion;
3) societal differentiation (Casanova)

Ideology pertaining to religion’s societal boundaries
Ritual rebuilding of the Ise shrines every 20 years
Sacred tree

Sacred mountain, embodiment of a deity
Redefinition of Shinto as ancient nature worship
Shinto Association of Spiritual Leadership
Tree-planting festival

Religion



The Politics of Sacred Forests in Japan: Shinto Ideology in a Secular Age

Aike P. Rots, University of Oslo

Recommended readings:

Bonnin, Philippe, Nishida Masatsugu, and Inaga Shigemi, eds (2013), Vocabulaire de la
spatialité japonaise, Paris: CNRS Editions.

Breen, John (2010), ‘Resurrecting the Sacred Land of Japan: The State of Shinto in the Twenty-
First Century’, Japanese Journal of Religious Studies, 37 (2): 295-315.

Breen, John, and Mark Teeuwen (2010), A New History of Shinto. Chichester: Wiley-
Blackwell.

Breen, John, and Mark Teeuwen (2017), A Social History of the Ise Shrines: Divine Capital,
London: Bloomsbury.

Casanova, Jose (1994), Public Religions in the Modern World, Chicago: The University of
Chicago Press.

Casanova, José (2006), ‘Rethinking Secularization: A Global Comparative Perspective’, The
Hedgehog Review, 8 (1-2): 7-22.
Guthmann, Thierry (2010), Shintd et politique dans le Japon contemporain, Paris: L’Harmattan.

Hardacre, Helen (1989), Shinto and the State, 1868-1988, Princeton: Princeton University
Press.

Imaizumi, Yoshiko (2013), Sacred Space in the Modern City: The Fractured Pasts of Meiji
Shrine, 1912-1958, Leiden: Brill.

Josephson, Jason Ananda (2012), The Invention of Religion in Japan, Chicago: The University
of Chicago Press.

Mullins, Mark R. (2012), ‘Secularization, Deprivatization, and the Reappearance of “Public
Religion” in Japanese Society’, Journal of Religion in Japan, 1 (1): 61-82.

Rots, Aike P. (2015), ‘Sacred Forests, Sacred Nation: The Shinto Environmentalist Paradigm
and the Rediscovery of Chinju no Mori’, Japanese Journal of Religious Studies, 42 (2):
205-33.

Rots, Aike P. (2017), ‘Public Shrine Forests? Shinto, Immanence, and Discursive
Secularization’, Japan Review 30: 179-205.

Rots, Aike P. (2017), Shinto, Nature and Ideology in Contemporary Japan: Making Sacred
Forests, London: Bloomsbury.



Rots, Aike P., and Mark Teeuwen, eds (2017), Formations of the Secular in Japan, special
issue, Japan Review, 30.

Taylor, Charles (2007), A Secular Age, Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.



